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Curriculum plans – How are knowledge and skills built across throughout school?

• Our Progression Grids start in EYFS, using the EYFS Framework, Development 
Matters and the ELGs as end points.
• Our Phonics Programme starts in EYFS with Debbie Hepplewhite’s ‘Teeny Reading 
Seeds’ in Nursery and then moving onto the Phonics International lesson approach
in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2, using RWI pictures to aid retention and recall.
• Our Progression Grids continue for reading for KS1. These are based upon
The National Curriculum Programmes of Study. They are split into Year 1 and Year 2.
• The Progression Grids cover ‘Word Reading’, ‘Comprehension’ and ‘Vocabulary’.
• A ‘quality text’ is at the heart of our planning and is chosen for each topic in EYFS and 
KS1.
• In EYFS this quality text is used to plan EYFS DEAL/ Magic Story Box activities which
enable reading development (Literacy and Communication and Language, plus the
other five areas of learning). 
• In KS1 the quality text is used to plan DEAL activities around, helping to develop
vocabulary, literacy skills and reading skills.
• All reading Progression Grids are in staff Curriculum Files so everyone knows 
where their ‘bit’ fits in and what is coming next for the children.
• Our Phonics Programme runs from EYFS to the end of KS1. It is a whole school 
document. Staff can see what the children have learned in previous year groups, 
what is to come and where children are expected to be at the end of the year.
• Concepts in reading are plotted through the Progression Grid to show where the
key concepts are met and revisited.



Curriculum Plans – What are the plans for progression of 
vocabulary?
• Vocabulary is planned for 

in each subject’s 
Progression Grid

• Each subject has 
vocabulary cards to co-
create with the children. 
This develops vocabulary 
use, retention and recall 
of the meanings of the 
words.

• Quality texts have been 
selected because of the 
vocabulary they contain or 
because the themes in them 
lend themselves to the 
generation and learning of 
new vocabulary. 

• In EYFS the ShREC 
approach is used to engage 
children in high quality 
interactions and develop 
children’s vocabulary. 

• In EYFS DEAL/ Magic Story Box has 
new vocab each session. This is shared and 
learned by the children and runs through 
the activities all week.

• In KS1 DEAL generates vocabulary and 
children can work in groups, whole class 
and pairs to talk and use new words, using 
DEAL strategies.

• In EYFS the new vocab, and previously 
learned vocab, is used during activities. 
Teachers and TAs will use and listen out for 
the children using vocab previously taught.

• During Phonics word 
cards are read with 
vocabulary on that the 
children may not have 
come across before. 
Meaning is discussed 
during the reading part 
of the phonics lesson. 

• During Guided Reading 
sessions Reading Domain 
Cards are used to ask children 
to draw on their knowledge of 
vocabulary to understand texts.

• During ‘Echo Reading’ and 
‘Shared Reading’ vocab and 
interesting words are discussed.

• Vocab can be noted down on 
Working Walls. 

• ‘Can you still…?’ 
Starting lessons with 
retention check of previously 
learned vocabulary, part of 
working walls.



Curriculum plans – What are the plans for retention of 
knowledge and skills? Linking learning and remembering 
learning.

• Planning from EYFS, to Year 1 then to Year 2 builds upon what has been 
previously taught.

• Whole school planning set out so 
teachers know their part, what has 
come before and what comes after.

• Phonics 
lessons start 
with a 
review of the 
previously 
learned 
phonemes.

• During the 
phonics lesson 
reading cards 
are used to 
practise new 
and previously 
learned 
phonemes.

• Reading 
books are 
matched to the 
child’s phonic 
ability so that 
they can recall 
and apply 
their growing 
phonic 
knowledge.

• Can You Still? Retention 
and recall activities start 
new pieces of work in Y1 
and Y2. 

• Working walls are used to 
help remind children of what 
they have previously 
learned. 

• In Reception a Magic 
Story Box wall and a We 
Are Learning wall helps 
the children to remember 
new vocabulary and 
phonemes learned.

• ‘Tap It Out’ has phonemes, 
CEW and new vocab on 
classroom doors as a 
‘password’ to tap as children 
enter and exit the classroom.

• Challenge us posters 
outside every classroom so 
that children can be asked to 
recall learning.



Pedagogy – How are lessons structured?

• Phonics lessons have a 
three part structure; 
decoding, encoding and 
handwriting. Based upon 
Phonics International 
approach.

• EYFS DEAL Magic Story 
Box; start with the opening of 
the box, vocab, DEAL 
techniques, activities linked to 
the ‘quality text’ used

• KS1 DEAL; quality text, DEAL 
drama techniques selected.

• In KS1 group reading takes place daily. Each group reads 
with the teacher or TA once a week or does a reading 
activity independently. 

• Y2 have a ‘Reading Book’ to record comprehension activities 
in using VIPERS.

• Y1 are introduced to VIPERS as a whole class activity.
• One group is the teacher focus group, one is the TA focus 

group.
• Reading Domains are used to structure the questions children 

are asked to teach and assess comprehension skills.
• Echo Reading and Choral Reading are used during group 

reading.
• Poetry is recited and shared at various times during the day 

e.g. lining up time.

• Children read together 
(Echo Reading) with the 
teacher the words on 
the Phonics Reading 
Cards. They read them 
independently too.



Assessment – Measuring progress, knowledge, skills and challenge

• Children working below and above expected 
standard are noted in the Curriculum Files.

• Children who haven’t achieved the 
objectives in their year group are 
noted in the grid in the Curriculum 
Files. 

• Readiness for moving up 
a book band statements

• TAFs for Y1 
and Y2

• Children in Reception are 
assessed against the ELGs 
at the end of EYFS.

• Phonics 
assessments for 
baseline and 
each half term

• Group reading 
records, looking at 
Reading Domains for 
comprehension and 
vocab achievement

• Book band record

• Progress Reviews; 
targeted children 
for reading & 
phonics 
interventions

• Children are assessed on the 
CEW they can read.

• Phonics 
Screening  
Check in Y1

• Assessment of reading 
fluency



Assessment – Measuring children's progress, key findings 



Inclusion – Challenge and adaptation



Subject evaluation  - How do I find out about what’s going well and 
what needs to improve?



Policy

• Written in 2017, updated 2019.
• Needs to be updated



Next steps…
• Monitoring of PP/ FSM group in KS1


