
Partnership with school 
When your child begins school we need to  

develop a partnership with you so that 

together we can develop a love of reading and 

books. 

 

 

Read stories to your child. Make reading fun. 

Children particularly enjoy sharing stories that they have  

chosen. 

Recite and read nursery rhymes. This is a useful beginning to 

reading. 

Use a variety of books, picture books without words, stories 

and comics. 

Let your child see you reading a book, newspapers, magazines, 

recipes, shopping lists etc - children love to imitate. 

Words are all around us. 

Sharing books 

Reading at Home 

Parents can help by… 

Setting aside a special time every day when you 

and your child can share a book. 

Be relaxed and interested. Sit close to your child 

and create a calm and enjoyable  

atmosphere. 

Read the book to your child. Look at the  

pictures and talk about them. Talk about what 

happens and what might happen next. Try to cre-

ate a sense of excitement. 

Let your child.. 

Point things out, join in, talk about the 

pictures and repeat words and phrases. 

Ask questions. 

Jog your child’s memory. 
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Reading is 

fun. 

What else can parents do? 
 Occasionally move your fingers from left to right as you read. 

Let your child pick out words or letter sounds. 

 When the story is finished, look at the pages again and talk 

about it. Allow your child to tell the story if he or she is happy 

to. 

 Sometimes your child will just want to enjoy listening to a 

story. 

 Some days your child may not be interested in a book. Relax - 

try again tomorrow. 

 Picture books without words can be a real challenge to children 

to tell the story. It is vital that children learn to understand a 

story line for example using picture clues. 

Above all, 

praise and continue to praise 

your child. 
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